How Is Your Roof?

Take a good look at your roof and see if there are any bubbled or missing shingles,
black spots running down the roof or any tainted areas where there is sand missing
from the shingles.

These are signs that a new roof is needed. A typical roof usually lasts 20-25 years,
although some last 30 years. If the roof has only a single layer of shingles (has not
been re-roofed already), the job may be relatively simple and the cost reasonable.
The job would entail simply installing a new layer of shingles directly on top of the
existing layer. Use a heavy gauge shingle with a 30 year guarantee. Depending on
the size of the house an working conditions, the cost could run between $2,000 -
$3,000 and can be installed in 2-3 days.

However, if the roof already has two or more layers, you will most likely have to
remove the old layers. Check local zoning regulations to see what the maximum
number of layers allowed is. Once the shingles are removed, you may find the
sheeting underneath is rotted and needs to be replaced. These conditions will add to
the cost of the job. But keep in mind, it is a complete waste of your money to install
NEW shingles on a rotted base as it will only increase the chances of continued
future repair, as well as putting you at risk of liabillity (anyone who requires access
to your roof - T.V. antenna / satellite repairmen, chimney cleaners, etc. will be at
extreme risk if working on a finewo roof that has been laid over rotted wood). Since
it is impossible to know if sheeting replacement is necessary until the old shingles
are removed, this work would be considered extra, in addition to the contract price
agreed upon before work began. The contractor should estimate the possible fiextrao
cost prior to beginning the actual work. Remember: fiextrad work means extra ma-
terial and labor costs, which could run upwards of $35.00 - $50.00 per hour in addi-
tion to the contract cost. It pays to ask questions BEFORE the work begins than to
be surprised afterwards.

When installing a new roof, it is good to install vents which will allow the hot air to
escape the attic during the summertime, cooling the attic. Without vents, the
retained heat in the attic will shorten the life of the shingles. There are three basic
types of vents: ridge vents, roof vents and attic window vents. These vents range
from simple passive vents, to manual or even automatic thermostatically controlled
units. Determining which type to use would be based on the structural design of
your house and your budget.

Make sure new drip edges are put on the edge of the roof thatis nearest the and also
on the rakes that are on the gable ends of the roof. This gives a fifinishedo appear-
ance and makes the whole job look new. Also, when installing a new roof

you should also consider installing new gutters and leaders at the same time.
Since they were most likely installed at the same time the previous roof was
installed, they too are probably weather damaged and not looking their best.
Installing gutters and leaders is usually a seperate contract from the roof con-
tract, but oftentimes done by the same contractor.

The best way to choose a roofing contractor is to look at a home that is having a
roof installed. Look at the work - was it complete and neatly done? If possible,
speak with the owner and ask questions such as:

How much they paid per square foot for the job.

How was debris clean-up and removal handled?

Was the shrubbery around the house protected or damaged?

Was the work done in a timely manner and in accordance with their contract?
Would they recommend the same contractor?

Remember to read my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone!
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