Is Your Pool Fenced for Safety?

A fence is the best means to secure a pool. Most states require all pools to be en-
closed by, at minimum, a chain link fence that is at least 48” high, with a gate that
can be locked.

If your pools is fairly close to the house, you can fence in the pool area directly to
the house. This way, anyone going to the pool must come through the house or a
lockable gate to get in that area. You control who enters the pool area.

A pool away from the house should have at least a 48" chain link fence. However,
this might not deter a child from climbing the fence. Also, do not keep pedestals or
tables next to the fence. They provide “stepping stones” for the ambitious climber.
If you desire privacy in addition to security, consider a stockade fence, perhaps 6’
high. Remember: CHECK YOUR LOCAL LAWS AND WITH YOUR INSURANCE
COMPANY, to make sure you are compliant with all regulations required.

All pools should have an alarm system that goes off when someone touches the
fence or the gate. The gate should automatically close and lock, so it will always be
secured. A new water sensing is now available, that sets off the alarm when
someone enters or falls into the pool. It may be what you need. Again, check all
local laws and insurance requirements.

If you have underwater lighting, remember to check them regularly. Faulty lighting
can leak power to the water, resulting in dangerous conditions. Low voltage lighting
is highly recommended.

If you plan on hiring someone to do your fencing, make sure they know what they’re
doing and that they also know the local laws and requirements.

Remember to read my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone!
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