Loose Railing and Stair Treads

Hand rails along stairs are very important. Most states require a hand rail whenever
there are a minimum of two steps or risers. Loose railing, or worse, no railing at all
can be very dangerous and financially disastrous.

Whether the stairs are indoors or outdoors; run from the main floor to the second
floor, or to the basement; are split-level or curved; from walkway to front door, hand
rails are designed to keep people safe and provide support while on the stairs.
Serious injury can occur if hand rails are not installed or become loose. Check your
local zoning regulations for exact requirements. Also check with your insurance
carrier to find out what is required in order to be “covered.”

If you don’t have hand rails, install them as soon as possible, according to zoning
regulations and insurance requirements. If you already have hand rails, inspect
them to make sure they are compliant with local zoning regulations. They should be
checked monthly to ensure they are secure. If the wall mounting screws are loose
on the bracket, tighten them. If they do not hold adequately enough, replace them
with longer or thicker screws. If they pull out of the wall completely, move the
bracket 1/2” and put in new screws. Remember to check the screws on the bottom
of the rail, which hold the rail to the wall bracket. If they slide or twist, address the
problem immediately.

When rails run across an exposed or open area, the space below the rail must have
some type of protective barrier. Usually balusters of some kind are installed under
the rails with spaces of not more than five inches between them. This barrier will
prevent anyone from falling off the side of the stairs. Also, the maximum spacing
between the balusters is critical to keeping young children from slipping through or
becoming wedged in between. An ideal staircase would have hand rails on both
sides. Although not necessarily required, hand rails on both sides are invaluable to
anyone with a physical impairment - permanent or temporary.

Loose stair treads (the part you step on) are a real "no-no.” A person can easily lose
their balance resulting in serious injury. For both physical and financial protection,
have loose treads repaired or replaced as soon as possible. You would be wise to
hire an experienced carpenter or contractor to do all repair work. They will be
familiar with zoning codes and know how to do the job properly. Remember, just
“fixing” the problem doesn’t mean it's done correctly. You are still liable for hand
rails and treads that are not installed or maintained properly.

Remember to read my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone!
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