
Removal of Large Trees

Removing large trees is best done in the winter or dormant time, to insure ease of 
access and lowest cost.  Some areas may be better in the fall because of snow or 
extra harsh weather.  Large equipment such as skylifts, backhoes and trucks have to 
get near the tree.  It is also the easiest time to clean up the mess.

Once the tree has been cut down, have the stumps removed with a backhoe or hire 
a stump cutter to lower (grind) the trunk of the tree 6” - 8” below the grade.  It 
would be a good idea to have this work handled by a general contractor or hire a 
professional tree service.

Removing the stump completely is an expensive job.  Hiring a backhoe could run 
approximately $70.00 per hour and taking the stump away to a landfill could cost 
between $300.00 to $500.00, depending on the size.  Grinding down the trunk could 
cost between $150.00 to $450.00, depending on the diameter of the trunk.

The cost of cutting trees varies.  A small tree (8” diameter) could cost $300.00 
without stump removal.  The cost of removing a larger tree (24” diameter) could run 
between $1,500 and $2,000 including removal of all debris.

If you want the logs left on site, you must tell your contractor or they will either chip 
them up or haul them away.  Make sure your contract includes specific outlines for 
debris removal, site clean up and/or repair, before they begin work.

Always use reliable, professional people whenever you need work done.
Remember to use my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone.
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